HB 655 -- SPECI AL EDUCATI ON SERVI CES

This bill deletes the current requirenent that students receiving
speci al education services nust be accombdat ed when possi bl e by
speci al aids and services rather than separate classes and
restates it to require that separate schooling be used only when
education in regular classes with aids and services cannot be
achi eved satisfactorily. The bill also revises the procedure for
revi ew of hearing panel decisions, requiring the court to receive
the adm nistrative record, hear additional evidence if requested,
and rule on the preponderance of the evidence. A period in which
judicial review may be petitioned is provided for. The bil
permts appeals of the court’s decision and makes Chapter 536,
RSMo (Admi ni strative Procedure and Review), applicable to speci al
educati on due process hearings and appeals under certain

ci rcunst ances.



